
For example: 
03/16/1978 Biscayan bay, tanker Amoco Cadiz, 230 000 tons of oil 
03/24/1989 Alaska, Exxon Valdez, 40 000 tons of oil 
04/11/1991 Amoco Milford Haven, 144 000 tons of oil 
02/16/1993 Coast of Great Britain, tanker Sea Empress, 147 000 tons of oil 
11/13/2002 Northwest of Coast of Spain, tanker Prestige, 77 000 tons of oil 
The reason for the accidents is mostly human error, such as a collision with another tanker, fire, 
explosion, fatal navigation, machine failure etc. On the other hand, from a better safety point of view, 
with new international regulations, better system information, superior machines etc., accidents are 
becoming less frequent.. 

The ocean’s contamination is a 
major problem for the 
environment. One of the main 
problems is the spreading of oil 
output. It also looks like it is 
very normal procedure to wash 
and clean tankers in the ocean. 
Indirect damages of tanker 
collisions are tragic. At the 
present time, there are over two 
thousand tankers in inter-
national waters. On the other 
hand, the truth is that the 
safety of seagoing traffic is 
much better in the last few of 
years. However, the wreck of a 
tanker is a nightmare for 
ecologists. For example, in 
1974, twenty-six accidents 
occurred with oil outflow. In 
2004, there were “only” six 
cases on record. Most known 
cases of oil spills are from the 
accidents of supertankers. 

 
The supertanker has a length of 1096 ft (334m), width of 
167ft (51m), draught of 66ft (20m), displacing 230 000 
tons, and carried a crew of 35 sailing under the flag of 
Cyprus. The Milford Haven sunk between the cities of 
Arenzano and Varazze close to Ligur’s shore. It is lying 
on its keel on the sandy bottom in 269ft (82m) of water. 
At the time of the wreck, the ship was owned by capital 
group, “TRODOS”, whose owner was Stelios Haji 
Ioannou. He is more commonly known as the owner of 
EASY JET AIRLINES and other companies of the chain of 
EASY. His family was sued in Italy because of the Milford 
Haven affair. They so far have paid about $200 million in 
restitutions. 
The Supertanker Amoco Milford Haven was launched in 
1973 in shipyard of Astilleros Espagnoles s.a. Cadiz 
(Spain). She was also the big sister of the notorious 
Amoco Cadiz which wrecked in 1978 close to the coast of 
France. It was the biggest ecological catastrophe in 
European waters. The Milford Haven was damaged by 
rocket fire during the war between Iraq and Iran in 
Persian Gulf. Later in 1987 she was refitted and 
modernized in a Singapore shipyard. For her last voyage 
from Karg to Europe, the tanker was loaded with oil.  

A. M. HAVEN – The Giant of the Sea 



The tanker was anchored in Genoa’s harbor about seven miles off shore when suddenly during a routine 
transfer pumping a huge explosion occurred. The problem was an overheated pump. Five crewmen died 
right away. A huge blaze (330ft/100m) and heavy black smoke covered the sky for three days. The whole 
catastrophe was watched by many people. During the fire, there were other explosions. 40 000 tons of oil 
spilled into the water as over a hundred firefighters were working on the salvage operation. A six-miles-long 
floating boom was installed to prevent the oil from spreading. A day later the bow broke off and sunk to the 
bottom at about 1489ft (450m). The resulting oil spill was out of control. The burning tanker was towed to a 
safer place by its propeller, which was sticking out of the water. Large boats escorted her about 1,5 miles off 
shore. This would help with the future clean up as well as limit the damage to the shoreline. Next morning 
on 04/14/1991 the supertanker Amoco Milford Haven sank to the bottom. The exact position: N 44 22.3, E 
08 42.1 
 DIVING 

 
Day one 
 
After we splash into the water from the boat, 
Steffano and Paolo Genta gave us the rest of our 
gear – stages, camera, scooters etc. We began the 
slow descent along the anchor line which led us all 
the way down to the biggest wreck in the 
Mediterranean. As a first dive – we were just 
looking around and trying to plan our next dives. At 
that point, no one was thinking about how difficult 
it was to get here and dive on this wreck. At first, 
we were circling around the stern but the visibility 
at -230ft (-70m) was poor and we canceled our 
plan to go all the way down to the running gear. 
Honza Zilina and Radek Fuksa were on scooters so 
they could see the whole wreck, which was very 
good for the planning of our next dives. A giant 
1096 foot long Milford Haven is missing 180ft 
(55m) from her bow. It is very easy to get lost on 
the 167ft wide main deck. The best part of this 
wreck is the transom with a huge extened 
superstructure and a wheel house. Its upper 
superstructure and 33ft (10m) of the stack were cut 
off after the sinking. That is because the wreck is 
located in the shipping lane right before inlet to 
Genova harbor. Still, without those parts this wreck 
is sticking up from the bottom -269ft all the way up 
to -110ft (-33m). Upper part is perfect for the 
recreational divers with nitrox. To visit deeper 
levels of the wreck, trimix and equivalent 
certification is needed. During this fall, a lots of 
under water work is scheduled. After the rest of the 
oil is pumped out of the wreck of Haven is going to 
be the underwater preserve and fully open to 
divers…………………………………..  

 


