
ALIVE UNDERGROUND 
 
The first mining of opals in this place 
around Dubnik was in the 11th 
century. At that time they were 
already extracting the precious opal 
and because of that a Dubnik is the 
oldest and the largest opal mine in the 
world. Additionally these are the 
deepest mines to acquire opals. In the 
18th century there were about 800 
workers and they built over thirty 
galleries with a total length of over 
22km (13.75 miles) by hand. 
 
If we want to find something similar, 
we have to go to Australia to places 
like Lightning Ridge, Coober Pedy or 
Mexico's Zimapan. The other locations 
are in the Americas especially in 
Honduras and in USA, Brasil, Russia 
and Germany. However, the quality of 
their minerals is not that good as that 
of Dubnik's stones. 
 
One of the Dubnik rarities is the 
"Vienna Imperial Opal" also known as 
a "Harlekyn" which is the biggest opal 
in the world with a weight of 594 
grams (20.952 oz) and its value is 
estimated at 500,000,- US Dollars. 
The next valuable stone is "Burning of 
Troy" (about 50,000,- USD) which is 
now a part of France's coronation 
treasure collection. 
 
In spite of the tremendous output 
from these mines, they were shut 
down in 1922. Shortly after the mine 
closed, opal thieves entered and 
destroyed what was left. Dubnik's 
underground spaces are not just great 
for a precious stones, they are also 
perfect as a winter home for bats - it 
is the biggest european winter home 
for more then fourteen different kinds 
of bats. During the winter there are 
over 4000 bats living in the caves. 

Only a few places in the world have a thousand year old history of human activity connected 
with diving. The opal mines in Dubnik - located close to Presov city on eastern part of 
Slovakia is one of them, and we chose that place for our dive site because they are unique.

      Through the Labyrinth of the Opal Mines 



IN CLATTER OF BUBBLES 
 
After traveling 670 km (420 miles) from Prague we were sitting at the location with Vlado Konrad, 
the local boss by late afternoon, and already talking about situation underground. Vlado is a very 
friendly person and we were happy to go with him to see the dry parts of the main cave. Dubnik's 
main cave is not all underwater the underwater part is only a portion of Viliam's gallery with a 
intricate labyrinth very close to Fedo's shaft. Corridors are on three levels with a depth of 15, 30 
and 50 meters (50, 100 and 166 feet) they are all connected by vertical passages, stairways, and a 
main gallery Fedo. The visibility in the acidic water (pH 3) is absolute - limited only by flash light 
power. The maximum depth of 67 meters (223 feet) depends on the water level. 

We've planed one dive for each day. 
Transporting our dive gear in to the 
water wasn't so easy because of the 
very intricate corridor system. We had 
to travel hunched over three times for 
a half kilometer (1600 feet) from the 
underground entrance with all our dive 
equipment threw a slippery corridor 
with a very low ceiling using only light 
from our flash lights. And believe me, 
every slip or fall with a load of tanks 
hurts... 
 
Finally the dive time comes and we 
couldn't wait to get wet. We were so 
excited, we finally got into the entry 
passage with our last load of 
equipment for the last trip through the 
long, intricate, dark and already 
somewhat known corridors all the way 
to our dive gear storage place. Dive 
briefing and getting dressed was very 
difficult and uncomfortable because of 
high humidity and the constant annual 
1*C (33,8 F) air temperature. After 
finishing all the procedures we finally 
got into the incredible, crystal clear, 
cold water……………… 

 


